STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

Commissioner’s President Charlie Brown called the February 5, 2007 meeting of the Clay County Commissioners to order at 9:00 AM. Mr. Brown opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of The United States of America. Those present included Commissioner Paul Sinders and Commissioner Charlie Brown. Commissioner David Parr was absent.  Also attending were Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive, and Mary Jo Alumbaugh, Auditor of Clay County who made a record of the proceedings to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF APPOINTMENTS

Paul Sinders made a motion that Jim Hicks be reappointed to the PTABOA, seconded by Charlie Brown.  Motion carried 2 ayes.
Charlie Brown made a motion to appoint Dr. Rick Rodgers to the Health Board, seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 2 ayes.

A motion to accept the Annual Financial Report was made by Paul Sinders, seconded by Charlie Brown.  Motion carried 2 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECT REPORT

Emergency Management Director Bryan Husband appeared before the Commissioners to submit for signature for the agreement for GIS Network Updating and Distribution Services for the Task Force 7 Multi-County Public Safety Map.
Charlie Brown made a motion to accept the agreement, seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 2 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF ORDINANCE SETTING SPEED ON WHITEROCK ROAD

The following ordinance was read in full, and presented for passage.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ORDINANCE  No.   1-2007
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING REDUCED SPEED LIMITS ON 

WHITE ROCK ROAD, CLAY COUNTY, INDIANA


WHEREAS I.C. 8-17-1-40 authorizes the county legislative body to adopt ordinances regulating traffic on any highway in the county highway system subject to I.C. 9-21.


WHEREAS I.C. 9-21-1-3(a)(11) provides that a local authority, with respect to private roads and highways under the authority’s jurisdiction, and within the reasonable exercise of the police power, may alter the prima facie speed limits authorized under I.C. 9-21-5.


WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of I.C. 9-21-5-6 on the basis of a traffic investigation and informal engineering study, the Board of Commissioners has determined that the reasonable and safe maximum limit on the White Rock Road between State Road 59 and County Road 200 West in Clay County, Indiana  should be reduced from the prima facie speed limit authorized under I.C. 9-21-5.


NOW THEREFORE; be it ordained, that the Clay County Board of Commissioners hereby sets the maximum speed limit for the White Rock Road between State Road 59 and County Road 200 West in Clay County, Indiana at 35 miles per hour.  The Clay County Highway Superintendent shall be authorized to post and maintain speed limit signs in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance.


This Ordinance shall be effective when the speed limit signs giving notice of the speed limit as established by this Ordinance are posted on the White Rock Road between State Road 59 and County Road 200 West in Clay County, Indiana.  


Violation of this Ordinance shall be a Class C infraction.

This Ordinance supercedes any prior speed limit ordinance on the above described roadway.

DATED this 5th day of February, 2007.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OF CLAY COUNTY, INDIANA:

______Charles Brown /s/_______

Charles Brown, Commissioner

______________________________

David Parr, Commissioner

_______Paul Sinders /s/___________

Paul Sinders, Commissioner

ATTEST:

______Mary Jo Alumbaugh /s/

_

Mary Jo Alumbaugh

Auditor, Clay County, Indiana
A motion to pass ordinance 1-2007 made by Charlie Brown, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 2 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR

EMA Director Bryan Husband once again appeared before the Commissioners with a letter from the Governor, detailing a new Emergency Management Capability Assessment, which will result in increased funding from the state for compliance.  The report will be due September, 2007, and Bryan will take care of submitting the report.
IN THE MATTER OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

A motion to approve both the January 2, 2007, and the January 26, 2007 minutes was made by Charlie Brown, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 2 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY CELL PHONES
Charlie Brown began the discussion by stating that we do not now have a signed agreement with Cingular.  The county may want to revise the way cell phones are now provided.  He suggested that individuals who now have County cell phone look into getting their own plan, and the County would reimburse them a set amount of money monthly.  The Commissioners would then make a decision at the March meeting.
John Turner, E-911 Coordinator has purchased a plan through Verizon, which has been a cost savings for the E-911 fund.  He has a government sales representative who is available to talk to anyone interested in using their company.

Commissioner Paul Sinders expressed that he feels the County needs to come up with a better plan and pursue cost savings and more efficient cell phone plans.  He ask each person who has a County cell phone to come up with the best contract for their needs.  The matter will be addressed again at the March meeting.

IN THE MATTER OF ROAD USAGE BY INDIANA CORN PRODUCTS
Sarah Shaw of Christopher Burke Engineering appeared before the Commissioners requesting a road usage agreement for a planned Ethanol Plant in Putnam County.  The proposed agreement pertains to usage, as well as, boring for pipeline.  

Attorney Eric Somheil will review and revise the proposal, and the matter was tabled until the March meeting.

IN THE MATTER OF ON LINE TAX COLLECTION

Jansen Perdue/Certified IT
appeared before the Commissioners with Treasurer Jack Withers.  Mr. Perdue’s company offers “FreedomPay” online tax payment for County Real Estate Taxes.  There is no cost to the county, and taxpayers can use debit or credit/Visa, Mastercard, or Discover.  The company presently has eleven counties in the state of Indiana.  

Mr. Perdue will return to the March meeting, and a decision will be made after Attorney Somheil reviews the proposed contract.

IN THE MATTER OF BRILEY DITCH

Paul Sinders has been in contact with the EPA and has been informed that to be in compliance with the previous agreed up order, we will need to send a letter to them requesting an extension of the monitoring period to 2006 through 2010, using Randy Staley of Staley Soil Service to prepare and submit a report according to EPA standards, and in a timely manner.   If these conditions are not met, we would be subject to the full penalty. 

Mr. Sinders then put this action into the form of a motion, which was seconded by Charlie Brown.  Motion carried 2 ayes.

Attorney Somheil will assist in preparing the letter, and Mr. Sinders will make sure the County complies with the terms of the agreement.

IN THE MATTER OF SALE OF COUNTY OWNED PROPERTY

Attorney Somheil reported that property in Thorp’s Original owned by the County, which James Deal’s client has requested be offered for sale to adjoining property owners is being prepared for sale.  He has contacted Chris Gaskill to do an appraisal, and will take care of notices, and advertisement when the time comes to set the sale date.

IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY CONTROL OF CLASS III ANIMALS

Paul Hardin of the DNR appeared before the Commissioners due to their concern over the animals being housed at the Exotic Feline Rescue Center.  Mr. Hardin reported that the permit to keep the animals was issued by the USDA, and not by the state of Indiana.  Class III animals are man killing animals (mammals and reptiles)

There are approximately 196 large cats at the rescue center, which is situated in the middle of a wooded area.  Tree fall, straight line winds, or tornado could result in a fence being destroyed at any time.  Adjoining property owners have requested some type of early warning system, if one of the cats escapes.

Commissioner Brown would like to form a group to do an on site inspection for safety, using the following individuals:



Charlie Brown, Commissioner



Paul Sinders, Commissioner



Bill Bell, Clay County Humane Society



Eric Somheil, Commissioner’s Attorney


Paul Hardin, DNR



Mike Heaton, Clay County Sheriff



Bryan Husband, EMA Director

Charlie Brown would like to see the County pass an ordinance to prevent Class III animals from being kept in Clay County.

Eric Somheil ask if there were any Counties in Indiana with such an ordinance.  Mr. Hardin said he was not aware of any, but Paul Sinders, and Bryan Husband will try to find out if there are.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn was made by Charlie Brown, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 2 ayes.
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_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Board of Commissioners of Clay County
_____________________________
Attest
Clay County Auditor
